noteworthy for the caliber and variety of its programs, for the smoothness of its operation, and for the unaffectedly pleasant and hospitable attitude of the registration and hotel personnel, and others, with whom the delegates came in contact. The work of the local committees was outstanding, not only in effectiveness but in the degree of warm personal interest. And the weather, too, lived up to the optimistic predictions made months earlier: Except for one ephemeral snow squall that momentarily dampened the pavements early in the afternoon of 26 December, there was no precipitation during the meeting period; the skies were generally sunny, and daytime temperatures were mild.
The exhibitors were pleased with the number of teaching scientists who saw the displays of their books, instruments, and laboratory materials. With foresight and confidence they had engaged all available booth space some months in advance of the opening day. The exposition included some very interesting technical industrial displays, especially in such fields as electronics, telephony, aeronautics, mining, and petroleum chemistry.
Though the factors responsible for a successful scientific meeting-from attendance and financing to press and network coverage locally, nationally, and internationally-are numerous and complex, those that are basic invariably include the excellence of the programs; adequate advance information in Science and in cooperating scientific journals; adequate and convenient physical facilities; complete plans, and their execution by a devoted staff; and, not least, the effective work of truly interested local committees. The third Denver 
Pattern of the Meeting
The pattern of the meeting was a factor in its success. From the time it was formed, in 1955, the Association's Committee on Meetings has devoted much thought to the best arrangement of the general events, the interdisciplinary symposia, and the evening lectures. The section secretaries now meet jointly with the committee early in the year and often reflect the needs and views of the participating societies. The pat-tern evolved over the past few years uses the parts of the day to best advantage, uniquely stimulates communication among scientists of diverse disciplines, and provides up-to-the-minute symposia that science teachers at all levels find of real assistance. The distribution of the four Moving Frontiers of Science lectures on the first evening and third afternoon, the placement, concurrently, of the four interdisciplinary symposia on the morning of "AAAS Day," 28 December, and the sequence of the special sessions-all facilitated the scheduling of programs of appropriate length in two 2-day blocks (26) (27) by the sections and societies. The results were less demand for session rooms on one or two peak days in the middle of the meeting period, fewer conflicts between programs of interest to the same potential audience, and, in general, more time for people to see each other.
The Denver meeting's total of 342 sessions, summarized in Tables 1 and  2, included Society session, but most of the rest of the operation was handled by volunteer science students who had received training in projection. These came from the University of Denver and the city and suburban schools.
The Lowry Air Force Base and the Martin-Marietta Company also assisted 16 FEBRUARY 1962 the Committee on Physical Arrangements.
Projection requirement forms were issued in September and collated in October and November, so that the Committee could know how many lanterns and screens would be required, could plan for the collection, storage, and utilization of equipment as needed, and could recruit operators.
The magnitude of the debt of all the participants to all members of the Committee on Physical Arrangements and their projectionists is apparent. I herewith express the deep appreciation of the staff of the Association.
Housing and registration were ably handled by experienced staff members of the Denver Convention and Visitors Bureau. I am indebted to the head of these departments, Sue Ballard, and to Opal Johnson, who supervised the activities of the registration clerks. I am also greatly indebted to Clarence N. Hockom and Harry Litzenberger, manager and assistant manager, respectively, of the Denver Bureau, for their helpful advice and assistance before and during the meeting.
The professional guard service supplied men who did their jobs with understanding and courtesy. The AAAS office, the information center, and the AAAS booth were manned principally by AAAS staff members who had come from the Washington office. In addition, there were personnel engaged from the Convention and Visitors Bureau and from placement agencies.
Registration slips were collected from five registration points at intervals throughout each day. The slips were arranged in alphabetical order and carefully posted in the Visible Directory of Registrants. Paid workers handled the posting and answered the directory telephone. These workers and volunteers also assisted registrants in locating names or adding hotel-room data to their slips.
Highlights of the Meeting
As mentioned earlier, the Committee on Meetings has the primary responsibility for selecting the speakers for the four Moving Frontiers of Science lectures and the invited speaker for the second evening. The committee, meeting jointly with the section secretaries, also selects the interdisciplinary symposia and the program chairmen who will develop them. These events, the other special sessions, the vice-presidential addresses, and the invited addresses of the participating societies constitute the anticipated highlights of the meeting. Chauncey D. Leake's address as retiring president, "The scientific status of pharmacology," held the attention of the large audience. It has already appeared in Science [134, 2069 (29 Dec. 1961 ]. Following the address there was an informal reception in the adjacent foyer. Simple refreshmentscoffee and crackers-were served; in addition, there was a "Dutch treat" bar nearby. The receiving line included the three presidents, the general chairman, and the two staff members of the platform party, together with their wives. For those in the receiving line it was, as always, a pleasure to be able to greet so many members and friends of the Association. participating societies, the Association, from now on, should be able to count on its meetings being well attended wherever they are held. It is always true, moreover, that the total attendance at any national meeting of the Association is much greater than the number of registrants, since all programs and most events are open to everyone. As usual, nearly 100 percent of the professional scientists and teachers registered. Incidentally, members of the American Astronomical Society paid a "double registration"-the regular AAAS registration of $3 plus a second fee of like amount for the society. The American Astronautical Society had its own registration, but some of its members also registered with the AAAS. Only these latter are included in the total AAAS registration.
In addition, however, there are always several thousands of scienceminded members of the general public who attend the evening lectures or some other event who do not register at all. Even a technical program for specialists may be attended by several times the number of individuals registered for that discipline (see Table 3 ). It is probable that at the Denver meeting at least an additional 4000 individuals attended one or more of the 342 sessions. Finally, the registration total of 4709 does not include 88 guests, 299 individuals connected with the exhibits, and 123 press representatives. Table 3 is an analysis of the 4709 registrants by subject fields, except for 365 instances where the "field of interest" line on the registration slip was left blank and no other clues were available. Undoubtedly some of those who gave no field of interest were individuals who had registered hastily on their SCIENCE, VOL. 135 way to programs for which they were late. Of the remainder, 132 were wives of registrants. Between 250 and 400 wives attended the meeting; many of them listed scientific interests. The "sciences in general" category includes a substantial number of research and other administrators.
In this analysis of subject fields, every effort was made to record each individual's primary interest. For example, high school science teachers who indicated their major interest as teaching or science education were not classified as biologists or chemists, and conversely, science teachers who stressed disciplines were tallied accordingly. If the data on disciplines are grouped under still broader headings than those of Table 3 , the composition of the registered attendance is as follows: Physical sciences and applications, 1418 (30 percent); biological sciences, 1177 (25 percent); medical sciences, 532 (11.3 percent); psychology and social and economic sciences, 637 (13.5 percent); science teaching and education, 367 (8 percent); general interest and other, 578 (11.4 percent).
The percentages for these groups have remained much the same in recent years except for instances when the physical sciences would take first place by a slight margin-as in 1952 in St. Louis and in 1957 in Indianapolis. Again at Denver, however, the physical sciences took first place over the biological sciences. The programs in astronomy, physics, space sciences, chemistry, and geochemistry obviously appealed to the many local scientists and engineers working in these fields, as well as to others from outside the area. Perhaps the most significant drop was in the medical sciences-down to 11.3 percent from its usual 21 percent. Part of this may be attributable to the specialized nature of the program of the section on medical science, and partly to the relatively smaller population in the area engaged in medical research.
The strong emphasis on land and water use in various programs and a gratifying series of programs in the social and economic fields, including criminology, brought the percentage for social science registrants up to 13.5 percent of the total registration.
As Table 4 shows, 2345 registrants, or almost exactly 50 percent, came from Colorado; conversely, 50 percent of the registrants came from outside this large state. The figure for the registrants from the Denver area-the city 16 FEBRUARY 1962 Additional details on this, and on the splendid national coverage during the meeting, both in the press and on radio and television, will be found in the report, "Public information service," by Sidney S. Negus on page 545 of this issue.
The Association is greatly indebted to the local Committee on Women's Events, sponsored by the Denver branch of the American Association of University Women and headed by Ann Byrd Kennon, for its devoted and able services over the entire week in welcoming wives and other visitors and in arranging a special trip to the U.S. Mint. Grateful appreciation for the help of each member of this committee is herewith expressed.
The Association acknowledges with deep appreciation the work of the Finance Committee, which, headed by its chairman, C. A. Norgren, most effectively raised funds to eliminate the deficit. Robert L. Stearns, the general chairman, assisted the committee and had a major role in receiving gifts from foundations. The firms and individuals who have made contributions, and to whom the Association expresses its grateful thanks, include the following:
The Honorary Reception Committee included heads of public and private agencies concerned with science and education. Many were able to be present during the meeting or made a point of attending the AAAS Presidential Address and Reception.
Not only was the work of the Denver Committees highly effective in all respects but there was a warm, friendly interest throughout.
Other Acknowledgments
Besides thanking all members of the local committees, this report of the 128th meeting would not be complete without an expression of appreciation to the key executives of the four hotels which provided assistance and friendly help throughout-especially Richard M. 
